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FOREWORD 


Amonc the Lord’s people everywhere there 
is a deepening interest in the predicted events 
that are to mark the end of the age. Never 
has the present generation seen such mani- 
fest eagerness for expositions of Scripture 
concerning “things to come,” but particularly 
since the outbreak of the war. Men’s hearts 
are stirred by this world-crisis and thought- 
ful Christians are inquiring as to its sig- 
nificance in the light of God’s Word. 

In this timely contribution to the literature 
upon these themes Mr. Cook has rendered 
a valuable service that will be welcomed by 
all who “love His appearing.” Having had 
the privilege and pleasure of reading the 
proofs, I commend it heartily and bespeak 
for it the careful attention which its impor- 
tance demands, praying God to speed it on 
its mission to a multitude of readers. 

Geo: E., GuILre, 


“Ingleside,” Athens, Tennessee, 
September 25, 1917. 
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Chapter I. 
THREE GREAT EXPECTED EVENTS. 


No one is now called to assume the role 
of prophet, and he who attempts it con- 
demns himself, for, having no scriptural 
warrant for doing so, he may properly be 
designated a mere speculator in divine 
things. 

But the study of prophecy, as given in the 
Scriptures, is another thing entirely. For 
it is written: “Blessed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words of this 
prophecy.” (Rom.1:3.) Andagain: “We 
have also a more sure word of prophecy, 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as 
unto a light that shineth in a dark place.” 
Ce EOS TO.) 

With these Scriptures as authority it is 
the present purpose to show from prophetic 
utterances, which seem as clear as daylight, 
that the end of the present age (which 
seems impending), will witness certain 
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three great occurrences or developments. 
The first of these is 

I. The Revival of Romanism, and the 
restoration of the temporal power of the 
Pope. That papal Rome will be restored 
appears from what is stated in Revelation, 
chapter 17: 1-6, 18. In his pamphlet entitled 
“The Scarlet Woman,” Dr. Haldeman has 
clearly shown that this is the scriptural 
designation of Rome, and that Rome both 
religiously and politically is to be revived. 
His arguments will not be repeated here. 
They are well worth a separate reading.* 

But are there any indications of a near 
approach of this event? How any one who 
reads the newspapers can ask the question 
is incomprehensible. Is not the Pope the 
one to whom all the nations involved in the 
war are rendering honor, and to whom they 
are looking for favorable consideration, both 
now and when the war shall have ended? 
They are allf represented at his court by 
special envoys, even Protestant England 
among them. And does not their conduct 


*“The Scarlet Woman,” pamphlet, toc. 
+The United States excepted. 
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inevitably carry with it the recognition of 
his importance in temporal things? Granted 
that by the shrewd diplomacy at which 
Rome is an adept, she would have favors to 
dispense, how long would it be before the 
recognition of the reality of the significance 
of the triple crown,—which proclaims the 
Pope ruler of heaven, earth and hell,— 
‘would be insisted upon, as one of the con- 
ditions for the gaining of her influence? It 
is hard to draw back after concessions have 
Leen made and hostages given! Even now 
English statesmen are meeting criticisms, 
on their recognition of Rome, by pleading 
the exigencies of the present conditions. 
They reason as follows: If, as every one 
expects, the Pope becomes the Arbitrator 
at the end of the present conflict, it is evi- 
dently of the highest importance to be early 
on the papal heath in order to secure a good 
standing with his Holiness. 

Protestant Germany’s favor with the 
Pope is one of the anomalies of the war 
situation. The Centrist or Roman Catholic 
party in the Reichstag is one of the most 
highly organized and powerful of the po- 
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litical groups, and is shown much deference 
and respect by the Government. Because 
of the mutual understanding between the 
Papacy and Germany the Pope uses the soft 
pedal in all expressions as to Roman Cath- 
olic Belgium’s spoliation. Yet one cannot 
help thinking that the Pope must have a 
secret agreement with the Belgian King, 
Cardinal and Bishops, sufficiently reassur- 
ing to satisfy even Cardinal Mercier of the 
wisdom of his policy with Germany, as con- 
ducive to the ultimate advancement of the 
cause of the Church, as well as theirs. Else 
how could he possibly retain their loyalty 
in view of the brutal treatment to which 
Belgium has been subjected? 

Politically France too is modifying her 
one-time anti-Roman attitude, and showing 
a friendly disposition that augurs well for 
the success of Papal plans 

Spain and Austria are feverishly eager for 
the establishment of Papal supremacy. 

The indications in the religious world are 
becoming remarkably well defined. One- 
third of Germany is already pronouncedly 
Roman Catholic. In England the trend 
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toward Rome is becoming alarming in its 
sweep. In France there is a widespread re- 
turn to the Church. The stress of the war 
has driven men back to the visible emblems 
of religion, such as the mass, confession, 
absolution, etc. 

In the United States, notwithstanding the 
great losses to which the Church of Rome 
has been subject in the falling away of emi- 
grants from her communion, there is a phe- | 
nomenal growth in influence, especially 
among the unthinking in the higher (!) 
strata of society. This influence is also po- 
tent in Protestant ecclesiastical circles 
among the wrongthinking. The interde- 
nominational Conference on Faith and Or- 
der recently held at Garden City was only 
a small gathering and by no means repre- 
sentative of Protestantism, still it was a 
gathering of Protestant ministers of nearly 
all denominations, and that it should have 
received with enthusiastic acclaim a mes- 
sage from the Pope was under any circum- 
stances highly significant. And all the 
more, because in it he made no concession 
by so much as a jot or tittle of his arrogant 
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pretensions, but maintained them uncom- 
promisingly (though gently) without a 
hair’s breadth of abatement. 

Italy is admittedly the one great obstacle 
to the fulfilment of the Pope’s temporal am- 
bition, but be it remembered that Italy, 
whatever she is politically, is still Catholic 
religiously, and moreover that her political 
opposition could be changed in a day, either 
through her defeat by Austria, or by the 
overwhelming influence of the Allies ex- 
erted in the spirit of compromise, and for 
the interests of what they considered the 
common European welfare. 

The clippings from any leading daily 
paper, telling in one form or another of 
Roman Catholic growth and encroachment, 
would soon fill an ordinary sized scrap- 
book. The Scarlet Woman is to ride the 
beast (the governing body). 

It is true that the Pope’s peace overtures 
have been declined; but the end of the war 
is not yet by any means within sight, and 
later peace proposals from the Pope may 
by and bye prove very acceptable to all con- 
cerned. 


THREE GREAT EXPECTED EVENTS II 


II. The second expected great event, 
sooner or later to be fulfilled, will be The 
Return of the Jews to Palestine. 

This is among the clearest teachings of 
the Word of God. Acts 15:16 and Luke 
21:24 tell of the restoration of the city and 
temple. (Note the force of the word “until” 
in the latter verse.) And Romans 11:24, 25 
tells of the reinstatement of Israel to God’s 
favor. The natural branches will surely be 
graffed into their own olive tree. (Note 
again in verse 25 the force of the word 
“until”). Jeremiah 31: 10-12 is definite and 
conclusive, as it foretells of Israel’s gather- 
ing again as distinctly as it tells of their 
scattering. If we believe one statement we 
must believe the other also, even though its 
fulfilment be still future. It is to be Israel’s 
final home-coming for it is stated, “they 
shall not sorrow any more at all.” 

And that which prophecy so plainly pre- 
dicts, facts to-day are beginning to corrobo- 
rate. Witnessthe tens of thousands of 
Jews already in Palestine, and add to that 
the rapid development of that unique enter- 
prise—the Zionist movement, with its hun- 
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dreds of thausands of adherents and its 
millions of capital. Surely some of the 
most unlikely (to human judgment) 
prophecies are being fulfilled before our 
very eyes, as we thus see the Jewish race 
preparing for the final possession of its 
wrested inheritance. 

Rainfall and consequent fertility are be- 
ginning to transform the desert, and over 
forty colonies are developing the resources 
of the land in a marvelous way. 

The restoration of Palestine to the Jews 
seems to be one of the foregone conclu- 
sions, as a result of the present war. The 
Turks and the Jews have been remarkably 
friendly. The Kaiser has expressed himself 
in favor of the Jewish occupation and pos- 
session of Palestine. The Allies seem to 
sanction the same design. Mere diplomacy 
may underlie this tacit.understanding, for 
whatever may be the outcome of the war, 
neither side, nor any nation, would agree to 
have another possess this strategic territory, 
and therefore the Jew, all ready to go in and 
possess the land, will have it bestowed upon 


him; and thus again will man’s seeming 
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voluntary conduct fulfil to the letter God’s 
purposes. Man will look at it as a happy 
solution of a difficult problem, while to God 
it will be but another item accomplished 
in the completion of His will, and the has- 
tening toward the great consummation. 
III. The Rise, Rule and Overthrow of 
Anti-Christ will be the third event. No 
amount of explanation and deprecation can 
eliminate from Scripture teaching this bale- 
ful personality. He is to be a man of 
greater talent and achievement than any 
individual known to history. References to 
him occur here and there in the prophetic 
pages, and always is he outlined in similar 
language. In Dan. 8: 23 he is called a “king 
of fierce countenance.” In Dan. 7:8 the 
“little horn”; in Mat. 24:15 “the abomina- 
tion of desolation”; in 2 Thes. 2:8-10 “the 
and in Rev. 13 “the beast out 
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man of sin,’ 
of the sea.” His rise is connected with the 
formation of ten kingdoms in the territory 
of the Imperial Roman Empire (compare 
Dan. 2:40-44; 7:7-8, 23-25) over which 
he will be the acclaimed ruler, with power 
and success beyond comparison with all the 
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great that have preceded him. In corrobo- 
ration of this Scripture testimony (though 
none is needed) is the popular expectation 
of the coming of the “super-man.” Who 
is not familiar with the title as it is thrust 
upon us time and again by modern writers? 
“Superman” indeed will the anti-Christ be; 
so gifted and competent as to receive al- 
most universal praise, obedience and adora- 
tion. 

In him will center the culmination of 
all man-made religions. The ultimate will 
be Man-Worship. No other form of re- 
ligion will be tolerated. Even Romanism 
revived (as has been shown) will become 
an offense to the great autocrat, because of 
its (even though false) worship of God and 
Christ. In the temple of God will he sit to 
receive divine honors. (2 Thes. 2:4.) 

As the Jews, now returned to their land, 
seemingly will not join in the worship of 
this exalted man (for whatever their sins 
they are cured of the sin of idolatry), his 
wrath will be kindled against them, and 
then will begin for them “the great tribula- 
tion”—the time of “Jacob’s trouble.” (Jer. 
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ROSA-8 8 Dane Os 26, 2735.12 1a; 1O-113) Mat: 
24 314-28} '2.'Thes, 2:/1-12 Rev. 3210; 7: 9-17 
CRM. i REVs 11 13-12 3/93 TIMIG say etd 
19:21.) In the midst of their distress they 
will call upon God for deliverance, and in 
response to their agonizing appeal will ap- 
-pear Jesus as their Deliverer, whom they 
will joyously accept as such, and thus the 
nation will be born in a day. (See Isa. 
Os1-1))) Then will) | Tstael’ truly) say, 
“Blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
bie eOtds i Gino 13350) 

In delivering His people the Lord will 
overcome their enemies, (See Ps) 2 Pui his 
will be Armageddon (Rev. 16:4; 19:11), 
when the anti-Christ and his supporters 
will be ignominiously defeated and the 
throne of Christ established upon a re- 
deemed earth. Then and not before will 
such prophecies as those found in Hab. 
2:14, and Isa. 11:9 be fulfilled, viz., “the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” The 
Millennial Age will then have dawned. 

But these three expected events will be 
preceded by one that is of even greater im- 
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portance to every child of God. It is called 
The Translation of the Saints, and is gra- 
ciously promised them in 1 Cor. 15:51, 52; 
1 Thes. 4: 15-18; 2 Thes. 2:1. Itis “for that - 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ,” that the Christian should ever be 
looking. . (Tit. 2:13.) 


Chapter IT. 


“THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES.” 
| (Matthew 16: 1-3) 

The above phrase has the highest author- 
ity, for the Saviour used it; indeed, He may 
have been the author of it. The fault of 
those to whom He spoke lay in this: that 
while they were engrossed with the imme- 
diate and temporal, they ignored God’s 
great Sign who stood in their midst and 
to whom every form and object in their 
religion witnessed. Prophets had described 
Him, and the sacrifices of the priests had 
foreshadowed Him—the Lamb of God; the 
Temple with its furnishings was a mute 
witness to Him, and the prayers of the na- 
tion were supplications for His coming. 
And yet when He appeared, gave His cre- 
dentials, and made His claims they, to 
whom He appeared, were both blind and 
deaf. 

There is a similar fault to-day: Men still 
live and move in the small circle of their 
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own personal and selfish aims, while the 
great plans and purposes of God are ig- 
nored. Their relationship to Christ, as pro- 
vided for by a loving God, is a matter that 
seems foreign to their consideration. 

The Signs of the Times that should drive 
men to a humble dependence upon God are 
as many and varied as they are ominous. 

The Moral Sign should be fearfully dis- 
quieting to the seriously minded. Some, 
with a shallow optimism, are constantly din- 
ning “the world is getting better,” not stop- 
ping to reflect that the World is one in the 
trinity with “the Flesh, and the Devil,” and 
that either of the latter have an equal right 
to be made the subject of their pleasing 
ditty. After due cognizance is taken of all 
the favorable indications in these last days, 
such as the increase in benevolent, refor- 
matory and educational work, it still re- 
mains unalterably true that such deadly 
conditions as the Divorce evil, Insanity, 
Suicides, Rebellion against authority, 
Homicide and an undercurrent of Anarchy 
testify to the downward movement every- 
where. 
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The police of our large cities would hardly 
be good witnesses for the Optimists so--. 
called. 

The Physical Sign: Concerning this it 
may safely be said that storms, tidal waves, 
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, etc., are 
certainly no less but rather more frequent 
and violent than ever before in the records 
of history, and therefore whatever conclu- 
sion may be drawn it is definitely shown 
that we are at any rate not yet in the Mil- 
lennium, nor even approaching by happy 
degrees that peaceful age. 

The Social Sign as foretold in James 
5: 1-6. 

The Sign of Human Progress as indicated 
in Daniel 12: 4. 

The Sign of the Apostasy as pictured in 
2 lim. 4:3, 4,;:and other Seriptures’ tell the 
same story of fulfilment. 

In addition to these there are two defin- 
itely given us by the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, viz. : 

The preaching of the Gospel in all the | 
world as a Witness. (See Mat. 24: 14.) 
And, 
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The Return of the Jewish people to their 
own land. (See Ac. 15:16, Lu. 21:24, Rom. 
11:24, 25, Jer. 313 10-12, Mzek. 30; 34, ar 
OA 321) 

They who take no interest in the Word 
of God may be expected to smile and even 
mock at all this testimony, but the Christian 
Bible reader will surely be left without ex- 
cuse if he fails to note the overwhelming 
testimony therein presented of the Immi- 
nency of the Coming of Him, who alone is 
competent to hold the reigns of government 
and to rule mankind in Righteousness. 

In considering the European War as a 
Sign of the Times it is to be noted, first, that 
it is the war which so many would-be opti- 
mists predicted would never occur. These 
hopeful persons seemed to have the habit of 
boldly stating at the close of every recent 
war that it was surely the last. And there- 
fore in the very face of unprecedented 
preparations and armaments they calmly 
predicted that at least no great war would 
ever again curse humanity. Four principal 
reasons were given in support of this posi- 
tion: 
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1. The consequences of a great war 
would be so terrible that no nation, or 
_ nations, would dare to undertake it. Man’s 
inventive ability had produced such deadly 
agencies of destruction that these in them- 
selves were a guarantee of peace. 

2. The expense would be too great. If 
once begun the expenditures demanded by 
modern methods of warfare would be so 
stupendous as to render it prohibitive. The 
capitalists of the world would simply not 
agree to lend money for such ruinous pro- 
jects, and, there you have it, there could be 
no war! 

3. Socialism, with its international 
brotherhoods in all European countries, 
would not consent. Was not the half of 
France socialistic, and did we not remem- 
ber, our friends asked us, that on the occa- 
sion of a previous impending clash between 
Germany and France, about some African 
dispute, that thousands of socialist working- 
men made a great anti-war demonstration 
in a public park in Berlin, which proved 
highly effective in preventing trouble? 

4. Then to cement all other reasons to- 
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gether, there was the argument of Hu- 
manity. People were becoming too humane 
to deliberately take each others’ lives on 
the battlefield. That might have done for 
former times, but since the Boer War, and 
the Russo-Japanese conflict, the race had 
turned the corner in the forward movement 
of mutual regard; and in the new environ- 
ment, and with the new spirit, it was im- 
possible that they would ever again fly at 
each others’ throats. In listening to this 
plea one would be led to think that the 
utmost outcome of serious difficulties be- 
tween two nations would be that their re- 
spective armies, after meeting each other 
upon the field, would politely salute, or 
even break ranks to shake hands, and then 
quietly march home again. 

Thus blew the south winds softly with 
no hint of that fierce Euroclydon which 
burst with unexampled and indescribable 
fury upon a horror-stricken world. Where 
are the four anchors now? 1. War’s equip- 
ment,—her engines and agencies of destruc- 
tion,—are shown to be more terrible than 
anything predicted. Altogether new and 
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diabolical means are being used to extermi- 
nate human life. 2. The expense, too, has 
been, and is, greater than any imagination 
had pictured, and yet the money is found. 
3. Socialism, instead of being a bulwark of 
defense, falls paralyzed,—at least for the 
time,—and all witness its impotence in the 
presence of Patriotism. As to the Humane 
argument, nothing need be said, the hor- 
rible facts are too evident. 

In the face of these conditions the con- 
fession of a prominent minister in England 
(and there are others) was truly pitiful, 
when he said, “I haven’t anything to preach 
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now.” This on the face of it was a sad 
acknowledgment that he had not been 
preaching the Gospel,—for that is always 
preachable, and in order. Alas, no, he had 
been preaching, “The brotherhood of man,” 
and ““World-Peace”: subjects that are not 
found in the New Testament for presenta- 
tion as to this age. 

But he, and other ministers of whom we 
wot, seem soon to have gotten their second 
wind, after the breath was knocked out of 


them by the cyclone that burst upon the 
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world (your real “optimist” is incurable) ; 
and so we find them now prophesying that 
“there will be no more wars after this one!” 
Such men all have a wonderful acquaintance 
with at least a portion of one verse in the 
Bible, it is the latter part of Isaiah 2:4, but, 
unfortunately for their reputation as stu- 
dents of the Bible, they seem never to have 
read what immediately precedes it. This 
affords a sample of modern pulpit knowl- 
edge. The chapter begins with the state- 
ment; “The word that Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusa- 
lem,” and then follow the clear predictions: 
“And it shall come to pass in the last days, 
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills; and 
all nation shall flow unto it. And many 
people shall go and say, Come ye, and let 
us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; and 
he will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for out of Zion 
shall go forth the law, and the word of 
the Lord from Jerusalem. And he shall 
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judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people: and they shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more.” 

Here we have the last days; the Lord’s 
house established (the Lord’s house is the 
Temple at Jerusalem, and none other); the 
law going forth from Zion; and the word of 
God from Jerusalem; judgment among the 
nations; and many people rebuked: Then! 
—and not until then,— will the sound of the 
smith’s hammer upon the anvil be heard, 
transforming the weapons of war, into im- 
plements of peace. 

Why not assume that God knows what 
He wishes to say, and that He means 
what He says? 

The Saviour predicted, not peace as ac- 
companying the end of this age, but vio- 
lence and lust followed by judgment 
(Luke 27: 26-30). 

The fact is that these prophets of peace 
do what they will not allow us to do, viz: 
prophesy! We must not make any pre- 
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dictions, but they may and do! They will 
say to us regarding the second coming of 
Christ, “Oh, do not prophesy,” and then 
in the same breath they themselves turn 
prophets and say, “He is not coming for 
a long time yet.” (The wonder is where 
they get the information.) 

Just as the predictions of these peace 
propagandists were proven false by the 
war, so are their explanations as to its 
cause erroneous. Their name is legion: 
Commercial rivalry; colonial ambitions; 
race prejudices; militarism; Serbia’s 
effort to establish a great empire; Aus- 
tria’s purpose to become a triple mon- 
archy by amalgamating Serbia; Russian 
aggression, based on the articles of the 
will of Peter the Great; England’s jeal- 
ousy of Germany’s progress, and anger at 
her encouragement of the Boers; France’s 
spirit of revenge for the defeat of 1871; 
Germany’s coveting of France’s iron mines; 
the assassination of the Arch Duke Ferdi- 
nand. These are a few of the many reasons 
given. There is likely some truth in many, 
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possibly most of these, but they are sever- 
ally and collectively inadequate to account 
for this tremendous upheaval, as would be 
even hundreds of similar reasons. None of 
them, nor all together go deep enough to 
strike the roots of the real cause. 

The truth is that War, and all other dis- 
turbing conditions, are characteristic of this 
present age, and presage its end only be- 
cause they are more sharply accentuated. 
There have been wars, rumors of ‘wars, 
famines, pestilences and earthquakes ever 
since the Saviour uttered His prophecies, 
but now we see the flower full-blown; the 
flower whose petals opening under the 
breath of hate, blush in blood, and for fra- 
grance exhale the stench of the battlefield, 
while dropping as their dew the tears of 
the widow and orphan. All the sin, mis- 
ery, sorrow, broken hearts, wrecked homes 
and lives, witnessed to-day are, to the end 
of the chapter, the lot of a perverted hu- 
manity! To trace the real, authentic cause 
of it all, we must go back to that green hill 
outside Jerusalem’s wall, where was perpe- 
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trated the crime of Calvary!—the cruci- 
fixion of that innocent man who was none 
other than the Son of God! 

That was the crime of the ages, of which 
humanity has never repented. Here and 
there, since then, a heart touched by the 
shame of it, has made confession, and 
found that by way of the Cross alone is 
access found to God. But the great masses 
have ignored it, or at best treated it with 
mild indifference. A plaintive cry sounds 
forth, “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass 
by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow 
like unto my sorrow” (Lam. 1;12), but 
the multitudes, intent only upon their own 
selfish aims, pass by unheeding. 

There is much talk of injustice in the 
world, from individual cases, class oppres- 
sion, women’s wrongs, the persecuted 
Jews, all the way to despoiled Belgium and 
Poland. King Albert is almost universally 
commiserated,—a king without a throne 
or country. But all these may be multi- 
plied, and yet it remains true that the one 
wrong we have named outreaches and 
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over-shadows all others, and until it is vin- 
dicated mankind is doomed to suffering! 

The wickedness of the crucifixion of the 
spotless Lamb of God, who came only to 
bless, is God’s one great issue with man,— 
His one controversy,—and until it is set- 
tled aright there will be no peace to a trou- 
bled world! No fair weather will dawn 
until the atmosphere is purified by the 
thunderbolts of divine judgment! 

Not that this war or any other present 
calamity is that judgment of God, except . 
in a general way. No, this war is merely 
and primarily only what selfish and am- 
bitious nations have brought upon them- 
selves. Their ambitions, powers and re- 
sources have been greater than at any time 
in the past, therefore, the resultant loss 
and misery are greater. They have sown 
the wind, they are reaping the whirlwind, 
—but the end is not yet! For not until 
Jesus Christ breaks the seals of His title 
deed to the earth, pours out the vials, and 
sounds the trumpets of His judgments will 
men experience the full measure of the Di- 
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vine retribution against a rebellious race. 
When the Book of Revelation is read with 
this in view, viz: The Vindication and 
Authority of Jesus Christ, then is seen as 


not before the marvelous harmony of the 
Plan of God. 


Chapter III. 


THE TRANSLATION OF THE 
SAINTS.* 


In the presentation. of the subject of “The 
Signs of the Times,” the Scriptural teach- 
ing as related to the world and to Israel has 
been followed. 

The latter end of the Church has not 
been considered as it could only have been 
done by way of digression, which would 
not have given opportunity for the treat- 
ment that so important a subject demands. 
It is naw to be considered under the above 
heading, for it is indeed the teaching of the 
Word of God, that those who form the 
Church on earth, will, as the end of the age 
draws near, be translated to heaven. 

According to prophecy this is the next 
great event in the unfolding of God’s plan. 

How singular it is that many who profess 
to believe the Bible implicity, and who 


*This article is adapted from “Bible Out lines 
on the Second Coming,” 32 pages, 5 cents. 
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would at once assent to the statements that 
Enoch and Elijah were caught up to heaven 
without dying, ridicule and contradict, or at 
best treat with indifference the idea that 
at some time in the future the living saints, 
together with those whose bodies are sleep- 
ing in the dust, will suddenly be drawn as 
by some invisible magnet upward through 
the air to meet the Lord. A materialistic 
world and a compromising Church cooly 
dismiss such a conception as unpractical and 
absurd. 

But those who still believe the Word of 
God accept with eager mind its clear pre- 
dictions concerning this startling event. 

1. There is surely to be such an occur- 
rence. 

It is definitely stated in 1 Cor. 15:51, 52. 
“Behold I show you a mystery; we shall 
not all sleep, but we shall iall be changed. 
In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.” 

And again in 1 Thess. 4:15-18. “For 
this we say unto you by the word of 
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the Lord, that we which are alive and re- 
main unto the coming of the Lord, shall 
not prevent (precede) them which are 
asleep. For the Lord Himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice ot the archangel, and with the trump 
of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 
Wherefore comfort one another with these 
words.” 

Also in 2 Thess. 2:1. “Now we beseech 
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together 
unto Him.” 

From these quotations we see that the 
coming of the Lord was the landmark from 
which the apostle Paul made all his 
measurements. It was the polar star by 
which he steered his course. 

More convincing evidence is found in I 
Thess. 5:10. “Who (Christ) died for us, 
that, whether we wake or sleep, we should 
live together with Him.” 
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And in Jno. 11:25, 26. “Jesus said unto 
her, I am the resurrection and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.” 

Here we have an evident reference to 
the dead at His coming, and also to the liv- 
ing ones. 

II. When will the Translation occur? 

1. Manifestly toward the end of this age 
or dispensation, the two events being so 
closely interwoven in Scripture statements 
that no argument to sustain this view is 
required. 

2. But will it be before the Tribulation ; 
that fearful period when God’s judgments 
will fall upon the guilty world? So the 
Word seems clearly to teach. 

(t)) (Note Jin Rev) 3714, thats then dast 
state of the professing Church on earth, 
Laodicea, is not one of tribulation, but of 
declension, lukewarmness, and ease. (See 
Tim. .3:1-9.) Therefore as the tribu- 
lation time does not precede and is not co- 
existent with the church period it must of 
necessity follow it. 
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(2) As the Tribulation is to be distinct- 
ively the time of anti-Christ’s rule, there 
would be no necessity of admonishing the 
Church to watch for the appearing of the 
Lord, as the very presence of anti-Christ 
would be the sign of the Lord’s early com- 
ing. Therefore these admonitions to watch 
cannot be intended for the Church, but for 
suffering Israel. 

(Ay After the) meeting jiniithe «aire. OF 
Whess.4°017), an, interval); must) occur 
previous to the Lord’s coming to the earth, 
in which the judgment-seat, etc., takes place 
simultaneously with the development of the 
Tribulation on earth. It would be impos- 


_ sible to have the Church meet the Lord 


in the air, and also be on earth in the judg- 
ment period, when He comes, at the same 
time. 

(4) In Rev. 4: 5 the whole Church (re- 
presented by the elders is seen glorified (1 
Cor. 15: 23), crowned, and reigning with 
Christ, before the seals which herald the 
Tribulation on earth are loosed by the 
Lamb. 

(5) The inquiry of the elder in heaven 
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(Rev. 7:13, 14), regarding the Tribulation 
saints clearly defines the Church (to which 
he belongs) as a distinct and previously 
raised company. 

(6) The expectation given to the suf- 
ferers (Israel) in the Tribulation (Mat. 24: 
23-31) of Christ’s lightning appearing 
(verse 27) as Son of man to gather His 
elect (verse 31), to sit on His throne (Mat. 
25:31), and to judge his enemies (verse 
31), is quite distinct from the hope of 
the Church of the personal call 1 Thess. 
4: 16), reception (John 14: 3), and reward 
(Rev. 22: 12), with which the Lord greets 
His own in the air. 

(7) The Tribulation is defined as “Jacob’s 
trouble” (Jer. 30:7), thereby with other 
Scripture marking it a distinctly national 
and Jewish calamity; see Dan. 12: 1; (note 
nation and thy people;) also Mat. 14: 15-22, 
where it is connected with the centre of 
Judaism—Jerusalem. In contrast, believers 
(the members of the Church) are to expect 
tribulation, not as a distinct or exceptional 
experience, but as a part of their calling (2 
Thess. 1: 6; Jno. 16: 23; Rev. 1: 9) and in 
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the meanwhile to ardently await (Phil. 3: 
20 Rotherham) their Lord from heaven. 
The tribulations of Christians are entirely 
different from the “great tribulation.” 

(8) Rev. 3: 10. “Because thou hast kept 
the word of my patience, I also will keep 
thee from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon all the world, to try them 
that dwell upon the earth.” 

(9) In addition to the preceding testi- 
mony we find by a study of Revelation that 
the Church is safe in glory before a single 
act of judgment is executed upon a wicked _ 
world. 

III. Who will participate in the Trans- 
lation? 

to) Phew dead: in) Christi”, . 1 Thess: 4: 
16. Will these include Old Testament 
saints? So it seems. See Job 19: 25-27; 
ate 83s Psi: 5, 

2. Living saints. That is, all the mem- 
bers of Christ’s body, else His body would 
not be complete. In other words, all true 
church members, for the Church is the 
Bride of Christ, and He will not come for 
her until she is complete and ready. Are 
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you a member of the Church? It is de- 
scribed in Rev. 19:7 and Rev. 3:8. 

But what about believers who seem not 
to be looking for a personal coming of the 
Lord? Ah, He can soon get them to look 
up. It is remarkable how this blessed hope 
is being accepted by humble souls every- 
where. 

IV. What the Translation means to the 
true believer. 

I. Release from toil. See the beautiful 
analogy in Mk. 6: 47-51. 

2. Blessing. Jesus is now our Interces- 
sor, and as the High Priest, under the Old 
Covenant, entered within the veil on the 
day of atonement to make intercession for 
the people, and (then, came) forth ito 
bless the waiting multitude, so has our 
great High Priest passed up from Olivet, 
through the veil of blue into the Father’s 
presence, where He is now our Mediator, 
and whence He will come again to bestow 
eternal peace and blessing. Heb. 9: 24, 
28. “For Christ is not entered into the 
holy place made with hands...... but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence 
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oI God ior ius sik And unto them that 
look for Him shall He appear the second 
time without sin unto salvation.” 

3. Glorious union with Christ in holy 
marriage. For then will be the wedding 
of the King’s Son and of His Bride, the 
Church. It will be the grand consum- 
mation of the ages. 

Did the morning stars sing together and 
the sons of God rejoice at the creation? 
Did the angels bring a glad message at the 
Saviour’s birth? Did heaven rejoice at 
Pentecost when 3,000 souls were born 
again? More stupendous will be the de- 
monstration, and higher and more entran- 
cing the song; and more brilliant the glory 
and display when angel heralds will an- 
nounce the nuptials of the Son of God and 
His chaste Bride, whom He loved and for 
whom He gave Himself, and who kept 
herself spotless amid temptation. For 
then heaven’s wardrobes will be emptied; 
and heaven’s bells set ringing, and 
heaven’s banqueting tables spread. Rev. 
19: 6, 7, 8. “And I heard as it were the 
voice of a great multitude, and as the voice 
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of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
thundering, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready. And 
to her was granted that she should be ar- 
rayed in fine linen, clean and white: for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of the 
saints.” 


The “Any-moment” teaching concerning 
the Coming of Christ for His saints who 
will be called to meet Him in the air is one 
of great comfort. It is well to reflect upon 
it. There will be no preliminary notice of 
that wonderful event; no advertisement in 
the newspaper of the date of its occurrence; 
no intimation by mail, or telephone, or from 
the pulpit; no secret hint from some one 
else who has inside information as to its 
nearness. But suddenly, on some ordinary 
day, while the sun is shining or the rain 
falling and the common task is being per- 
formed; or it may be on some night of usual 
routine, “in a moment, in the twinkling of 
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an eye,” the summons will be heard, and 
the ecstatic change will come to those who 
have been washed in the Saviour’s precious 
blood. The very thought of such a flight 
brings joy indescribable. 


Chapter IV. 
A KING’S DREAM. 


One of the clearest and most convincing 
teachings of the Word of God concerning 
the ending of this age in judgment, and 
evidences that the time for it is drawing 
near is found in Daniel’s interpretation 
of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream as given in the 
second chapter of the Book of Daniel. 

The great image which the king saw in 
his dream is an object lesson covering the 
entire period of the “Times of the Gentiles.” 
This portion of time is thus named by the 
Lord Jesus in Lu. 21: 24, who gives as its 
sign that during its continuance Jerusalem 
“is trodden down of the Gentiles.” The 
period then must have had its beginning 
in the reign of Nebuchadnezzar himself, 
and dates from the time that Judah was 
taken captive by him, and thus ceased to 
be a nation, while its capital Jerusalem 
passed under Gentile domination, continu- 
ing so unto the present. With that event 
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Jewish time ended, and will not be resum- 
ed until “the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled.” 

“The times of the Gentiles” is therefore a 
definite period with a distinct beginning and 
a distinct ending. It began when the 
history of the Jewish people as a nation 
ceased; at its end Jerusalem will be re- 
established. 

The study of Daniel’s interpretation is 
therefore of great interest, for it is truly 
“history in advance”; giving along the line 
of certain characteristics the entire range 
of Gentile world domination from begin- 
ning to end. 

The golden head of the image is stated 
to be Nebuchadnezzar, representing Baby- 
lon. 

The kingdom that followed his being— 
as all history tells—that of Medo-Persia 
there is no room for misunderstanding as 
to what the silver breast stands for. 

The same may be said of the body of 
brass, Greece under Alexander the Great 
being the next world-power. 

The legs of iron must in the same way 
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represent Rome, and the figure is carried 
out to the life in the division of that great 
power into the Eastern and Western Em- 
pires. 

As the feet and toes are named as di- 
stinctive portions of the image they must 
also be taken as representative of govern- 
ments. To find these we have only to re- 
call the divisions that followed the Roman 
Empire, and we have the kingdoms of 
Europe continuing through various changes 
to this day, and doubtless yet to be re- 
solved (possibly as a result of the present 
war) into ten distinct kingdoms as prefigur- 
ed by the ten toes. (See in corroboration 
of this succession of world-powers the clear 
statements found in Daniel, chapter 7.) 

The deterioration in the quality of the 
material representing each succeeding king- 
dom is explained by the fact that Daniel 
is not presenting the advancement in 
education, the arts and sciences, sanitation, 
invention, knowledge, morals, nor the com- 
forts of life, but the stability of govern- 
ments; and whatever may be man’s opinion 
this is the teaching of the Word of God, 
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and also the testimony of history: that as 
to stability and continuance the tendency in 
government is steadily downward, from the . 
absolute monarchy of Nebuchadnezzar to 
the present day mingling of the iron of im- 
perial authority with the brittle clay of 
popular rule. This last state is witnessed 
today in Europe where for the most part 
royalty still exists,—with more or less 
authority,—together with the various forms 
of democracy characterized by the prin- 
ciples of socialism. 

The main point of interest, however, 
centres in the catastrophe caused by the 
stone striking the image. This is highly 
spectacular and represents an action that is 
decisive and final, for the image is dashed 
to pieces, ground to powder, and disappears, 
while the stone becomes a great mountain 
and fills all the earth. 

That there should be any question as to 
the identity of the stone, especially in view 
of the clear statements made concerning 
it is almost beyond comprehension. It 
can only be a figure of Christ at His second 
coming to establish His Kingdom. In 
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Mat. 21:44 we read, “And whosoever 
shall fall upon this stone shall be broken 
but on whomsover it shall fall it will grind 
him into powder.” ‘To Israel Christ was a 
stumbling-stone and an offence; to Gentiles 
He will be the stone of judgment. 

That the power represented by the stone 
cannot be the Gospel (as some vainly teach) 
should appear with very little reflection. 

1. The Gospel, while the greatest in- 
fluence the world has yet seen is gentle in 
its operations. It does not execute judg- 
ment upon nations nor individuals, but in- 
vites and entreats, while its followers often 
suffer persecution from an opposing world. 

2. The Gospel has always co-existed with 
world-powers, permeating and influencing 
them but never pushing them aside, and 
seeking to arrogate their position as world 
governments. Papal Rome has done this, 
it is true, and thereby made herself the 
spectacle of the ages as a rank counterfeit of 
the Gospel, and as the bedizened, corrupt 
paramour of Satan. 

3. The advent of the Gospel into the 
world was about as unlike the coming of the 
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stone as anything could well be. We are 
familiar with mixed metaphors in literature, 
and unhappy similes, but this would be one 
of the most notable if intended to portray 
the introduction of the revelation of God’s ° 
grace in the Gospel, among men. 

The interpretation must be literal. 

tr. Only so could King Nebuchadnezzar 
have understood it. The Gospel would 
have meant nothing to him; but that 
another literal kingdom would one day take 
the place of what remained of his and its 
successors, would have been perfectly in- 
telligible and the only interpretation he 
could have understood. 

2. All the other kingdoms that Daniel de- 
scribed were literal, therefore this must be 
so also, in the interest of common logic. 

3. This new kingdom was to strike, break, 
grind into powder and supersede all that 
stood for world-governments at its appear- 
ing. This involved the possession of 
physical force and real domination, both of 
which are clearly taught as being the 
characteristics of Christ’s Millennial King- 
dom, but never of the Gospel. 
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4. It was to come suddenly as a stone 
crashing down the mountainside, which 1s 
exactly what we are taught concerning the 
second advent of Christ. 

5. In the dream the stone smote the 
image on the feet, but when the Gospel 
came into the world the feet and toes of the 
world-image had not yet been formed. 
Rome was in proud possession of world- 
control. 

6. The stone was cut out of the mountain 
without hands, whereas man’s hand and his 
efforts, by Divine appointment, have much 
to do with the Gospel. When Christ 
comes a second time, in clouds, no human 
aid will be required. 

7. A literal throne was promised Christ 
(Lu. 1: 32) and upon it He will surely sit, 
(Read Ps. 2.) 

8. Israel expected a literal throne and 
kingdom, and Christ never dimmed their 
hopes. He could easily have disabused 
their minds of the idea, especially in the 
conversation as recorded in Ac. 1:6, 7, but 
He carefully refrained from doing so. 

And what these arguments establish is 
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borne out by hundreds of predictions and 
promises in the Prophets, the Psalms, the 
Gospels, the Epistles, and notably in Rev- 
elation. 

From this mass of evidence we know 
what kind of an immediate future awaits 
the earth. Nations may war, plan con- 
quests, absorb each other, rise and fall, 
change laws and custom, alter the boundary 
lines upon the maps, but steadily and ra- 
pidly they are moving toward their final 
judgment. When the cup of their iniquity 
is full, and the clock of God Almighty 
strikes the hour of doom, the stone will 
fall with crushing power, and a new era 
will at last dawn upon a sin-cursed earth. 
What fascination in the thought that at 
last emperors, rulers, and all demagogues 
high and low will be silenced without ap- 
peal, and every remnant of oppression, in- 
justice and sin will vanish as chaff before 
the wind while the glorious king will sit 
enthroned as absolute Monarch, ruling in 
majesty, power, wisdom and love! 

Read Isa. 2: 1-533/ Ps. 72. 


Chapter V. 


A PROPHET’S VISION. 

The prophet Daniel’s vision as recorded 
in the seventh chapter of the Book of Daniel 
presents a prophetic scope of rare interest. 

This prophecy is comparatively easy of 
interpretation, for while many prophecies 
in the Word are mysteries which have not 
yet been revealed even to faithful and able 
students of Scripture, here the key hangs 
just beside the door, so that the eager stu- 
dent may readily open the treasure-house 
and secure the riches within. 

The four beasts which Daniel saw are 
said to be kings (v. 17), and are also spoken 
of as kingdoms (v. 23). So here at least 
no room is left for a diversity of opinion. 
Nor are we long in doubt as to their 
identity, for the characteristics and succes- 
sion of these kingdoms are so clearly given 
as to make the meaning plain to any one at 
all familiar with the history of nations. 

There is such a remarkable parallelism 
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between this vision of Daniel and the dream 
of Nebuchadnezzar (see Dan. 2), that we 
are entirely justified in concluding that they 
cover the same ground, viz.: The entire 
scope of Gentile world domination. In 
both prophecies the history of nations is 
carried to the very end of their existence, 
when they are destroyed, and succeeded by 
that kingdom which the God of heaven 
shall set up (Dan. 2:44), even the ever- 
lasting kingdom which shall be given to 
the saints of the Most High (Dan. 7:27). 
But why should two prophecies be re- 
quired to cover the same period? And 
why should there be this diversity in the 
symbols employed? The answer to the 
first question is found in the fact that it is 
a common method in the Word to present 
the various phases of some great truth by 
means of several parables or metaphors 
given at different times. A doctrine or a 
revelation may be too great to admit of its 
being represented in merely one treatment. 
Second, the symbols in the two prophecies 
differ because the one represents the out- 
look upon the scene from the standpoint of 
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a proud, heathen king to whom the impos- 
ing image which he saw in his dream— 
with himself as the head of gold—was an 
appropriate figure of world dominions; 
whereas to God’s prophet considering them 
from God’s viewpoint, the nations appeared 
in their true character as ravenous beasts. 
That this description of them is not misap- 
plied is fully proven not only by their past 
and present conduct, but by their own 
proudly vaunted coats of arms and national 
emblems, in which wild beasts, birds and 
even reptiles are so conspicuous. 

There has been little or no question 
among interpreters that the first beast 
which Daniel saw in his vision stood for the 
Babylonian empire—the empire which un- 
der Nebuchadnezzar marked the beginning 
of Gentile world-power, and whose sun was 
about to set when Daniel had his vision. It 
here appears as the noblest of beasts, with 
the addition of the wings of the noblest of 
birds, just as it appeared to its most illus- 
trious head as the noblest of metals shaped 
according to the noblest part of man. The 
Scriptures elsewhere liken Nebuchadnezzar 
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to a lion and his armies to eagles (Jer. 4:7, 
13; Ezk. 17:3, 12), and the characteristic 
marks of his empire were great savage 
strength, magnificence and irresistible con- 
quest. It was a lion with eagle’s wings. 
But its aggressions soon flagged, its eagle 
wings were plucked and its career of con- 
quest stopped. By the lessons which God 
taught its most distinguished king it was 
lifted up from the crouching attitude of a 
beast of prey, and made to stand erect as a 
man, whilst the weaker and gentler heart of 
aman was given toit. Thus all the features 
of the description answer to the facts re- 
corded concerning this power. 

The second beast well represents the 
Medo-Persian empire which conquered 
Babylon, and succeeded in the sovereignty 
of the world. The burly animal described 
answers to the heavy chest of Nebuchadnez- 
zar’s image. The two sides fit to the dual 
composition of the empire, the higher and 
stronger side representing Persia, which 
possessed the greater influence and power. 
History tells of the vast armies of Medo- 
Persia, and of its great conquests, though 
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these were achieved with the slow pon- 
derous efforts characteristic of the awkward 
and heavy bear. The three torn ribs in this 
beast’s mouth significantly correspond to 
the three countries, Lydia, Babylon and 
Egypt, which the Medo-Persian empire 
seized and held. 

The leopard is a true figure of the next 
world-power: the Macedonian empire as ex- 
tended and established by the conquests of 
Alexander. With the fleetness, cruelty and 
cunning of the leopard, Alexander the Great 
overran the world. It is written of him, 
“he was impetuous and fierce in his war- 
like ; expedition); ase7a «panther varter ts 
prey, and came on his enemies with that 
speed as if he flew with a double pair of 
wings.” 

At the death of Alexander the empire was 
divided into four portions, which fell to his 
four principal generals, and this fully ex- 
plains the description of the four heads of 
the leopard. 

Interest centers, however, in the fourth 
beast, of which the description is the most 
extended, and which because of its character 
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and end is of the most importance. No 
name is given to this animal, and the de- 
scription of it differs from anything known 
in nature. Its terrible strength and fero- 
cious actions seem to tax the prophet’s 
power of expression. There are certain 
very clear marks of identification. It rep- 
resents a kingdom, and more definitely still 
“the fourth kingdom upon the earth,” that 
is, the conqueror of and successor to the 
three kingdoms that preceded it. There is 
only one world-power, that can be intended 
by this description, viz.: the Roman Empire. 
Crushing power was its chief characteristic. 
All else was obliged to yield to its relent- 
less conquests. 

The point that will require most explana- 
tion to the average reader is the bringing of 
the Roman Empire—thus represented by 
this terrible beast—in contact with the de- 
nouement when the Son of Man takes the 
kingdom, and destroying all other authority, 
becomes the monarch of the world. This 
has not yet occurred, and we have been 
taught to believe that the Roman Empire 
ceased long ago to exist. How is this hiatus 
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to be spanned? Only as we see to-day the 
Roman power still essentially existent in 
present day governments, especially those 
that now occupy the territory that was once 
Imperial Rome. They are practically Rome 
still, though at present in fragments. The 
basis of their laws, as well as their spirit of 
earthly pomp and martial conquest prove 
them to be the lineal descendants of the 
Roman mother. They are as ambitious and 
sanguinary, and when occasion offers, hesi- 
tate as little to shed blood, to seize territory, 
and to increase their national prestige and 
power. 

What other explanation can there be? 
Rome is the fourth beast, there is no fifth 
described to fill the place or time that would 
intervene before the Eternal One assumes 
His rights; therefore the fourth beast or 
Rome must under its continued form still 
occupy the period. 

Moreover, that there will be a revival of 
the Roman Empire under the form of ten 
kingdoms, is the firm belief of the ablest 
students of prophecy, and the belief is based 
on what seems to be the clear teaching of 
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the word of God. Note the lesson conveyed 
by the figure of the ten horns of the fourth 
beast. They are said to be ten kings. Ten 
kings predicate ten kingdoms. Further 
they appear, or arise, at or toward the end 
of the epoch of the fourth beast. These ten 
kings or kingdoms are paralleled in other 
portions of the Word. In the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s dream they are presented 
under the figure of ten toes, which are also 
designated kings (Dan. 2:44). Also, in 
Rev. 17:12, there is a description of them 
identical with that which we have in this 
seventh chapter of Daniel. 

From these evidences what other conclu- 
sion can be drawn than that the Roman Em- 
pire (though not necessarily in name) will 
be revived: ten kingdoms occupying its 
former territory (indeed it is quite possible 
that their boundaries will be formed as an 
outcome of the present war). From among 
them will ‘arise the wonderful ruler called 
“the little horn,” who will exceed in ability 
and power all who have ever gone before 
him among men, so that he will captivate 
the imagination and win the admiration of 
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nearly all people, who will gladly render 
him homage and accept his domination as a 
relief from the confusion and strife that 
have rent the world. He it is who, intoxi- 
cated with power and a sense of his own 
superhuman ability, will exalt himself as the 
object of human adoration (See 2 Thes. 
254). 

It is to this that humanity is tending. 
Every setting sun brings it nearer the 
climax of its own unregenerated efforts, 
and the final result of its boasted evolution. 
These will end in man-worship! 

But the consummation of God’s plan will 
quickly follow. What a calm and yet con- 
clusive sequel is given in vs. II, 13, 14, 26 
and 27! As truly as God created the uni- 
verse, and Christ died and rose again, will 
the Son of Man in due time be invested 
with universal power and rule with un- 
disputed sway. © (See Ps.'2, and Rev. '5:) 


(For a satisfactory study of the prophecies 
of Daniel, Dr. Seiss’ book, “Voices from 
Babylon, or the Records of Daniel the 
Prophet,” is highly recommended. Price, 


$1.00.) 


Chapter VI. 


ARMAGEDDON AND THE MILLEN- 
NIAL AGE. 


A study of this Psalm affords a striking 
illustration of the value of a dispensational 
knowledge of the Scriptures. Whatever 
other purposes it may serve in the way of 
teaching helpful lessons its distinctive 
message is concerning ARMAGEDDON 
and the MILLENNIAL AGE. These two 
subjects are here “writ large.” They re- 
mind us of certain advertisements some- 
times seen in newspapers, which are made 
up of many small letters but so arranged 
that at a distance they spell only one large 
word or sentence. 

The first five verses treat of Armaged- 
don, the remainder pertain to the Millen- 
nial Age—more particularly its establish- 
ment. 

The first thing that greets us in our 
study is an instance of the two-fold ful- 
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filment of prophecy. This is frequently 
met with in prophetic statements; that a 
passage has first a minor or miniature ful- 
filment, and later in the future a principal 
one. 

What we read in the first five verses of 
this Psalm is referred to in Acts 4:25, 26, 
where the disciples in the early church 
quote it as applying to the persecutions 
they were then enduring, and to the op- 
position to the holy child Jesus by Herod, 
Pilate, the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel; but surely any reader can see that 
the prophecy was not “filled full” at the 
time of either of these events. The outline 
in the Psalm is too great to be filled out by 
them. In fact some of the predictions, and 
the sequel, were not fulfilled in Acts 4:25, 
26 at all. 

A similar instance is found in the proph- 
ecy of: Joel: 2): 28, (30;4 31, to which ghetes 
refers on the Day of Pentecost in explana- 
tion of its marvels, when he even says 
(Acts 2:16), “But this is that, etc.” 

And yet we know very well that what 
took place on the Day of Pentecost could 


ARMAGEDDON AND THE MILLENNIAL AGE OI 


only be a minor fulfilment of Joel’s proph- 
ecy, for then verses 30 and 31 were not ful- 
filled at all. “The wonders in the heavens 
and in the earth, blood, fire, pillars of 
smoke,” the sun turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood are reserved for a 
later and a greater day of judgment. 

It will be well to have this two-fold ful- 
filment in view as we study: 

1. The Opposition of Wicked Nations 
and Rulers. This is a general and united 
opposition of “the heathen” (the Gentile 
nations), “the people,” “the kings of the 
earth,” “the rulers,” no element of human 
enmity is lacking. It is the great all-inclu- 
sive mass of unregenerate mankind ar- 
rayed against God. Their conduct is de- 
scribed as (1) raging, a word elsewhere 
used in connection with boiling, foaming 
waves as they dash angrily against the 
rocks in their impotence; (2) vain imagin- 
ings,—a vain thing is something empty, 
shallow, futile——a soap bubble. The imag- 
inative folly of which they are guilty is 
that they can successfully defy, resist, and 
overcome God; (3) setting themselves is 
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the definite taking issue against God: what 
He loves they hate, what He hates they 
love,—they are pronounced and irreconcil- 
able opponents; (4) the phrase taking 
counsel together reveals their deliberate 
diplomacy, their clear-cut, thought-out 
plan of making war against God. 

This then is the portrayal—human pride 
in full flower, the folly of the Babel-build- 
ers come to its final head, despite the pain- 
ful lessons of thousands of years. In the 
category are included Pharaoh, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Herod, the High-priest, scribes and 
elders of the Saviour’s time, those who 
mocked Him on the cross, Julian the apos- 
tate, and infidels, free-thinkers and the 
wicked of all time. It is the picture of 
human pride overtopping all else in its 
rank ambition; man’s deification actualized 
when the anti-Christ, the head and front of 
the opposition sits in the restored temple 
of God at Jerusalem and is worshipped as 
God. 

Men are often heard asking, “What is 
the world coming to?’ Here is the an- 
swer: This! And what the Word of God 
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clearly foretells, all converging lines of 
present-day movements clearly testify to. 
What are these movements? 

1. The growth of socialism—internation- 
alism, the development of the power of the 
people, all of which means that men are 
getting ready for one confederacy, and one 
great ruler—the anti-Christ, under whom, 
however, there will be the ten subordinate 
kings. 

2. The eager longing for the appearance 
of this Superman. Out of all the changes 
and fortunes of the present great war there 
has not yet arisen a Napoleon,—one who 
with strong hand and the ability of genius 
can gain the recognition of all classes and 
parties. But he is everywhere desired, 
men are on the qui-vive for his appearance, 
and when he comes he will readily secure 
the worship of his fellows. 

3. The return of Israel to its land. There 
is a tacit understanding to this effect, so 
well known and recognized as to be ac- 
cepted by all as a sequence to the war. 

Flere then) .are, ‘thet iactors) )Al world 
recognizing its king, who will find Israel 
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in its land with a rebuilt temple. As “The 
abomination of desolation,” he will sit 
therein demanding worship. Refusing this 
the Jewish people will become the subjects 
of a persecution far exceeding anything 
that has yet taken place in history. In their 
agonizing despair they will call upon God 
for deliverance. Their prayer will be an- 
swered, and coming in the clouds of glory 
will appear Him whom they crucified, and 
whodm they will now accept as their Mes- 
siah, and who will become their deliverer. 

II. God’s reply to His enemies. Unit- 
ing in one vast aggregation of rage, ~ 
power, pomp and enginery they have 
united against God, and have uttered their 
challenge. What is the answer? A laugh! 
Hear the mocking sound reverberating like 
thunder in the heavens. God’s laugh of 
derision! That is the sufficient answer to 
man’s utmost pride and power, for it lays 
both in the dust. As the tempest follows 
the lightning, so does tribulation follow 
ridicule. God’s wrath is now at white 
heat. Is the Almighty seeking revenge? 
No, rather, vengeance: between these two 
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is a vast difference. Now is seen the full 
meaning of those Imprecatory Psalms at 
which gainsayers have so long balked. 
God is breaking the teeth of those who 
have blasphemed Him. .“Man’s day” of 
folly, sin and failure has at last come to an 
end, and the Day of reckoning has arrived. 
God is no longer silent. His enemies are 
swept aside like chaff, to make room on 
earth for the inauguration of His long- 
deferred plan: that for which the whole 
creation has been groaning. 

And now the Tribulation over there 
emerges a Throne, the only throne with a 
secure foundation which this world has 
ever seen, and on it sits God’s king, His 
Son: He who once was Prophet, then 
Priest, and now is King over His own in- 
heritance. The One whom John saw, an- 
nounced as a Lion, but appearing as a 
Lamb to open the seven-sealed Book. Je- 
hovah-Jesus. The I Am of the ages. 

And now at last the world is under a 
Sovereign who understands its complaints 
and knows how to cure them; from whose 
mandates there is no appeal. Everywhere 
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now is heavenly restoration and order. His 
sway is Universal, embracing the heathen 
and extending to the uttermost ends of 
the earth. His rule is Inflexible; “subjuga”’ 
all must pass under the rod of righteous- 
ness. Should there be opposition: it is at 
once shattered as the potters’ sherds. Then 
right will make might. Then not intellect, 
nor skill, nor cleverness, nor trickery, nor 
diplomacy, nor genius will win approval 
and place, but purity of heart, sincerity, 
humility, obedience. 

The Millennial Age will be a time of 
overflowing mercy. “Seven vials hold Thy 
wrath, but what can hold Thy mercy?’ 

“Blessed are all they that put their trust 
in Him.” It is the consummation of bless- 
edness. Those who live with Him in the 
Millennial Age will be with Him, and be 
like Him, beyond which there can be noth- 
ing conceived of as more desirable. 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that when he shall ap- 
pear, we shall like him; for we shall see 
bin 'as he. is. -C1 J ohn a2 
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“And he that overcometh, and keepeth 
my works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations: and he shall rule 
them with a rod of iron.” (Revelation 
22027.) 


Chapter VII. 


THE WAR AND THE PROPHETIC 
WORD. 


There is a strong,—one might almost say 
insistent—demand among many of the 
Lord’s people for a definite explanation of 
the relationship of the War to Bible proph- 
ecy. Letters come almost demanding light 
upon the subject, some even going so far 
as to ask to have it stated which side is 
to be victor in the present conflict, in fact, 
to have given to them a detailed programme 
of events from the present time to the end 
of the age. 


This article is intended to meet this de- 
mand according to the best ability of the 
writer, based on his knowledge of the Word 
of God and views gained from intercourse 
with prophetic writers and teachers. 


Perhaps the first point to be made clear 
especially for the benefit of beginners in the 
study of the subject is that 
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I. This war is not Armageddon. A single 
reading of the two passages that apply to 
Armageddon in the Book of Revelation 
should be sufficient to convince any one of 
this fact. In truth it is hard to understand 
_ the perversity that so constantly misapplies 
clear Scripture statements, as in this case. 
The passages referred to are in Revelation 
16:16, and 19:19, where the conflict is di- 
rectly between, not nations, but earthly and 
heavenly armies, and where Armageddon is 
not a war nor an extended campaign, but a 
single battle whose issue is quickly decided. 

The second reflection will doubtless prove 
a disappointment to many, for it is nothing 
less than that 

II. This war is not distinctively named 
in prophecy at all. There are some state- 
ments that seem appropriate to it, but proof 
that they refer to this war are lacking. 

The best and most correct view seems to 
to be that the only certain mention of this 
war in the Scriptures are the general state- 
ments found in Matthew 10:6, 7; Matthew 
21:9, 10, and parallel passages in other 
Gospels. It may readily be admitted that 
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the present is the most fearful, indescrib- 
able, demoniacal cyclone of destruction that 
has ever swept over the earth, and yet it is 
after all only a part of the history of the 
age which the Saviour was describing, viz.: 
the present Gentile age; but because the 
age is nearing its end the conditions that 
have ever prevailed: its wars, upheavals and 
catastrophes have become more violent, just 
as a river flows swiftest before it plunges 
over the abyss. 

III. This war will surely not be the last. 
There are many leading men who are freely 
making the assertion that the present war is 
in reality “a war on war,” and that beyond 
it there will be no other. Those who so 
assure us are of course pro-Ally in senti- 
ment, their prediction being based on a com- 
plete victory over the Central Powers: the 
recognized bulwarks of militarism. Ger- 
many has never given any assurance of a 
peaceful policy after this war: such seems 
to be no part of her plan. Aside from this: 
there are such nations as Japan, Italy, Spain, 
China, Russia, and the Balkan States, be- 
sides the Mohammedan powers, for none of 
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whom are our hopeful statesmen, reformers 
and pacifists authorized to speak. 

There are also the uncertainties attend- 
ing the final adjustments as to territory, 
indemnities, ad infinitum, even should the 
Allies secure the victory. It is easy to con- 
ceive of jealousies and clashing interests 
among themselves; in truth there is enough 
seed being sown in the present conflict to 
produce many future wars, especially as 
there is no sign of any sudden change for 
the better in the moral constitution of men 
and nations. 

Beside these possibilities there is, as we 
have seen, Armageddon yet to come, with 
its precursors war, famine and pestilence as 
portrayed under the figures of the horse- 
men in Revelation 6: 1-8. 

IV. Will this war prove a blessing? An 
optimism in desperate straits for its very ex- 
istence answers in the affirmative. It is 
optimism’s last stand. As it is not its na- 
ture to surrender, it even dares to predict a 
happy outcome to this deluge of carnage 
and ruin. The war is teaching men the 
beauty of self-sacrifice, it is causing them 
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to turn to God, it will be the cause of a re- 
constructed earth, and many similar hope- 
ful predictions are freely made. That there 
are some compensations cannot be denied, 
but when all the favorable things that can 
be named are weighed in the balances with 
the millions of devastated homes, the my- 
riads of souls hurled into eternity without 
hope, the crushing burdens of taxation, the 
hatreds engendered, the orgies of crime oc- 
casioned, the waves of immorality set in 
motion, the false theology encouraged, one 
cannot but feel that an optimism that can 
smile in the face of such conditions is im- 
becile. 3 

This war is a curse beyond the power of 
language to define, and is violently plung- 
ing mankind back into barbarism. 

That God will accomplish His purposes, 
in spite of, or even by means of it, is an 
entirely different matter. He surely maketh 
the wrath of man to praise Him. The cruci- 
fixion of Christ was the crime of the ages, 
and shows man at his worst with no pallia- 
tion for his wickedness; and yet out of it, 
God arranged the marvelous Plan of Re- 


THE WAR AND THE PROPHETIC WORD 73 


demption ; likewise out of this “Man’s Day” 
of moral bankruptcy, demoniacal wicked- 
ness, monumental pride, egotism and 
hell-bred disobedience will God secure 
glory when His hand finally executes judg- 
ment, and then begins the work of recon- 
struction. The contrast will be as great as 
that between midnight blackness and noon-— 
day glory. 

V. The immediate sequel to the war will 
not be world-peace with a reformed human- 
ity in a restored earth. So speaks not the 
Word of God. As it is read an entirely 
different forecast is seen. The order of 
events in a general way seems to be about 
as follows: 

The return of the Jews to Palestine, in 
unbelief, as is indicated by the ever- 
increasing influence of the Zionist move- 
ment, and the favor shown this project by 
all the warring nations, to whom it seems 
a happy solution of the Jewish Problem. 

A growing apostacy in Protestant Chris- 
tendom involving the Deity of Christ, His 
atonement, the authority of the Scriptures, 
and all of what are esteemed the funda- 
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mentals of the Faith. A development of 
humanitarian cults, and a false spirit of tol- 
_ eration for all beliefs, except the uncompro- 
mising doctrine of faith in the precious 
blood of Christ. In the time of Imperial 
Rome all religions were tolerated, and 
places provided for the statues of their gods 
in the Pantheon; Christianity alone was ex- 
cluded and hated, because it would allow no 
representation of God, and because of its in- 
tolerance toward, and condemnation of all 
other forms of religious belief. The apostles 
knew nothing about the study of Compara- 
tive Religions. On account of the uncom- . 
promising attitude of Christians they were 
called “The enemies of the human race.” 
This is the trend of the great religious 
movements in the world to-day. The effi- 
cacy of the shed blood of Christ alone, the 
existence of a personal devil, the endless 
punishment of the wicked, these are consid- 
ered not only absurd superstitions, but hor- 
rible doctrines, and they who hold them 
are deemed inexcusably narrow, and while 
outright persecution will likely be deferred 
it will certainly come to a full head upon 
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any true witnesses that may be on earth 
in the tribulation time. 

Side by side with these conditions and 
paradoxical though it may seem, there will 
be the growth of the Roman Catholic 
power. By its cunning artifices in the po- 
litical and social world, as well as by its 
bold moves on the checker-board of the 
great game among the nations now being 
played, Rome is steadily gaining influence 
and securing a strategical position toward 
its final dominating control of the nations, 
when as the scarlet woman sitting upon the 
beast, it will again as in the dark ages be 
the greatest religious power of the world. 

Socialism is spreading also with wonder- 
ful rapidity the world over, the so-called 
democratization of nations lending itself to 
the wider diffusion of this strictly man-made 
scheme of politics, which under the figure 
of the toes of clay in the image of Nebuchad- 
nezzar’s dream is to characterize the re- 
vived ten kingdom Roman Empire. 

It is quite true that these elements that 
we have been describing are antagonistic, 
Romanism and Socialism, for instance, hav- 
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ing nothing in common, which may also 
be said of Socialism and Autocracy, and 
therefore it may seem difficult to corelate 
these opposing forces. ‘This, however, is 
not our business. We may be sure that each 
will find its place in the unfolding plan. 
They are surely present with us now in their 
initial stages, just as surely as they are also 
mentioned in the Word of God as destined 
to a complete expression. In that Word 
also their antagonisms are foreseen, for it 
is stated that the clay and iron in the ten 
toes do not mingle; and while the scarlet 
woman is to ride the beast (earthly gov- 
ernment) the beast will finally destroy her, 
following which the humanistic, socialistic 
influence of the time will consummate its 
folly and disobedience by worshipping the 
great Emperor (the long looked for Super- 
man, the anti-Christ), who will assume the 
role of mankind’s God. 

VI. However, before any of these ten- 
dencies and movements become clearly 
enough defined to locate them definitely in 
the great Plan that is now in its early stages 
of development, the Church,—composed of 
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all the redeemed upon the earth,—will be 
taken up by translation out of the swirling 
waters of world battling and confusion to. 
her place in the heavens with Christ her 
Bridegroom. 

That it is true that this event must ante- 
date those that we have been describing 
will appear from several considerations. 

Christ’s coming for His church and noth- 
ing else is ever held before believers as 
their hope and expectation. As has often 
been said, the Church is bidden to await a 
sound, and not to look for signs. The sound 
referred to being “The shout, and the voice 
of the archangel, and the trump of God” (2 
Thess. 4:16). Signs are for Israel. 

If it were otherwise, if one or more of the 
distinctive features of the prophetic future 
were to take place while believers are still 
on earth, as for instance, the formation of 
the ten-kingdom monarchy with the actual 
geographical boundaries of the one-time Ro- 
man empire, or the erection of a Jewish 
state in Palestine, or the recognized pres- 
ence of the anti-Christ, or the rise and uni- 
versal sway of the Papacy; then the look- 
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ing for the fulfilment of these events would 
hold the attention of believers to the ob- 
scuring of what should be to them the all- 
absorbing, all-engrossing happening, viz.: 
Their meeting with Christ in the air! 
Surely the plan of God is not so arranged. 
The believer’s hope would then be based 
upon sight and not faith. The very pres- 
ence of these proofs would be evidence 
of the nearness of the advent of the Lord, 
and consequently there would be no room 
for the exercise of faith for that event upon 
the statements of the Word of God alone. 

Moreover, the Scriptural admonitions -to 
watchfulness for this occurrence would have 
little appropriateness, if we were informed 
that certain other sharply defined events 
were to take place first. 


Furthermore, the distinct fulfilment of 
one or more of the occurrences named 
would enable Christians to point unbeliev- 
ers to the Word of Prophecy, and prove to 
them by its fulfilment the truth about and 
imminency of the translation of God’s serv- 
ants; whereas it is nowhere intimated in the 
Scriptures that the ungodly are to have 
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such evidence given them, on the contrary 
the coming of the Lord for His saints in 
the air is always referred to as being sudden 
and unannounced. 

In addition to these reasons is the fact 
that according to the programme as set 
forth in the Book of Revelation, the rise 
of the Papacy (under the figure of the scar- 
let woman) ; the formation of the ten king- 
doms; the manifestation of the anti-Christ; 
and the establishment of Israel in the Land, 
where they are to suffer the agonies of the 
Great Tribulation, will all take place after 
the Church (under the figure of the four 
and twenty elders) is safe in glory. 

They will all surely come to pass, but the 
blood-washed throng will not be involved in 
them, nor even witness them from the 
earthly plane, but from the place of safety 
with their Lord in the heavens. 

“When these things begin to come to pass 
(not when they are fulfilled), then look up, 
and lift up your heads; for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh.” As they have certainly 
begun to come to pass, faith should be on 
the tiptoe of expectation. 
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This article is put forth, in no sense, in 
the spirit of controversy, but is intended for 
those of the Lord’s people who already 
possess some knowledge of the prophetic 
teachings of Scripture; for this reason Bible 
references are not even given, for readers 
of the Word are already acquainted with the 
allusions made. 

That the end of the earthly career of the 
Church is rapidly drawing near is the writ- 
er’s firm belief; indeed so strong is this con- 
viction that it is an inspiring thought that 
brightens the duties of every day, that be- 
fore its close the upward summons will be 
heard. 

In the light of this hope the knowledge 
as to whether the Central Powers or the 
Entente will be victorious, whether the anti- 
Christ is already somewhere on earth in 
unknown presence soon to be revealed, and 
similar questions all lose their pressing im- 
portance to the believer. More urgent busi- 
ness claims his attention as he lives soberly, 
righteously, godly ; looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
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Oh, how this glorious appearance will 
solve all the believer’s problems! 


Since writing the above the Pope’s peace 
overtures have been made and rejected. 
But let no one conclude that this is defeat 
for) Kome, dar from it. This move of ‘the 
Papacy has placed it in the limelight as 
nothing else could have done, and given it 
prestige and publicity in the way of free 
advertising, worth a vast sum of money at 
‘the current rates. It has also secured for 
the Pope world-wide sympathy as a kindly 
disposed Holy Father moved by the highest 
and most unselfish humanitarian impulses. 
The great deference of governments and the 
press is also to be noted. 

_ It was doubtless with an eye to these re- 
sults that the Pope made his proposals, and 
not that he really expected their acceptance. 

The matter is not yet ended. It is quite 
possible that when the Pope offers his serv- 
ices again all concerned will gladly avail 
themselves of his aid in bringing peace. 


Chapter VIII. 


THE CHRISTIAN’S PRESENT DUTY. 

In a bewildering age like this, when 
the fountains of the great deep are broken 
up, and everywhere are rising the swell- 
ing torrents of new and startling move- 
ments, before whose irresistible onrush 
long established and conventional forms 
are being swept aside without apology, 
the question, “What is the Christian’s 
present duty?” becomes pressing and im- 
perative. 

The answer to this question is a three- 
fold one, and it is earnestly hoped that it 
will be found clear, definite and convinc- 
ing. 

Without hesitation the affirmation is 
made that the Believer’s duty amid the 
disturbing conditions that surround him 
is, First, 


TO LIVE A HOLY LIFE. 
Judgment must begin at the Christian’s 
own inmost heart, so that whatever else 
may be wrong or uncertain in these latter 
days, there may be no imputation upon, 
or question as to his own character. By 
a holy life is meant 
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A separated life; one that finds the cen- 
tre of its interests, its plans, and ambi- 
tions outside the circle of the world’s 
principles and practices, so that the be- 
liever will not be involved in the world’s 
schemes, and ambitions, whether of 
pleasure, profit or power, and therefore 
will be able, as a faithful witness, to bear 
a fearless and consistent testimony 
against all forms of sin. 

That a holy life is a separated life, and 
that a separated life is definitely the kind 
which God is desirous of having his chil- 
dren live, surely requires no argument, so 
plainly is it written in the Word. In the 
Epistle to the Corinthians (which is dis- 
tinctively the Church epistle) is the mes- 
sage clearly given (2 Cor. 6:14-18) “Be 
ye not unequally yoked together with un- 
believers: for what fellowship hath right- 
eousness with unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with darkness? 
And what concord hath Christ with Be- 
lial? or what part hath he that believeth 
with an infidel? And what agreement 
hath the temple of God with idols? for ye 
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are the temple of the living God; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. Wherefore come out 
irom among them, and be ye separate, 
saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing; and I will receive you. And will 
be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty.” 

While it is true that our present civili- 
zation does not witness outward idol wor- 
ship, yet idolatry is as truly manifest as 
ever in man’s history, and now and then 
even distinguished prelates, and worldly- 
wise pulpiteers have sufficient boldness to 
designate our civilization a “veneered 
paganism,” and to liken our great metro- 
polis to Athens of old. 


Christendom in all its branches has 
made such a fearful departure from the 
faith portrayed in the Scriptures, that a 
graphic illustration of its present state 1s 
found in poor Samson, a slave, blinded 
and fettered, doing the will of the uncir- 
cumcised,—a pitiable object of derision. 
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This condition is at the root, largely, if 
not entirely, due to that deplorable phil- 
osophy of Evolution which has brought 
about, with power incalculable, a read- 
justment of thought in the entire realm 
of human purpose. Its central accom- 
plishment is the deification of man, and 
in its train follow a new theology, new 
. methods in church endeavor, a new con- 
struction of society, and the making of 
an all pervasive optimism the cheap creed 
of the day. 


As a consequence, the Bible is no long- 
er the sole rule of faith and practice in 
Evangelical churches; there is a decay in 
personal piety, and a sickening neglect to 
train children in the fear of God and love 
of His Word; while self-indulgence in the 
form of gluttony, the use of narcotics, the 
enjoyment of luxuries, and the devotion 
to sports, is an ever growing giant. 


Separation has ever been God’s great 
desire for His people. All the laws, regu- 
lations and requirements given to Israel 
had this for their object. How complete 
were these restrictions, covering the en- 
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tire round of their life, by day and night, 
year in and year out, and all designed to 
keep them apart, and to make them dif- 
ferent from the nations about them. 

And while these literal injunctions as 
to the food, clothing and life’s details do 
not apply to God’s people today, in spirit 
and principle His requirements are just 
as pronounced as they have ever been. 
God’s controversy now, is not so much 
with the world. It is allowed to run its 
course, while He is for the present silent, 
and seemingly indifferent to man’s grow- 
ing wickedness, but His Church is the 
subject of His deep solicitude. If the 
Church were only pure, obedient and 
faithful! In her failure lies the force of 
all the admonitions in the Epistles. Says 
the Holy Spirit through James (4:4), 
“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye 
not that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy 
of God.” And what is the sad import of 
the messages of Christ to the churches as 
given in Rev. 2 and 3, closing with the 
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melancholy words to Laodicea! In Jude 
23 the believer is bidden to “hate even 
the garment spotted with the flesh,” and 
elsewhere is he bidden “to avoid even the 
appearance of evil.” 


But alas, Separation is exactly what is 
not now emphasized, rather it is general- 
ly being taught that a moderate indulg- 
ence in the varied forms of worldliness is 
the proper action for a Christian. The 
Cross—the great object of Separation,— 
has been taken out of the way, or rather 
a smooth road has been constructed 
around it, and so far from it, that the of- 
fensive thing may no longer be seen. 
From many pulpits a true searching dis- 
course from the admonition (Heb. 13: 
13) “Let us go forth therefore unto him 
without the camp, bearing his reproach” 
would prove a startling innovation. 


A Holy Life is also a Whole Life, i. e., 
full rounded, symmetrical, complete; one 
that is fully developed, free from angu- 
larities, excresences, gaps, atrophied 
limbs and faculties, but robust and vigor- 
ous, devoted in proper measure to the 
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performance of the work of faith, and the 
labor of love, in the patience of hope; in 
short a wholesome life, (which is another 
name for “holy”). And indeed whole- 
some,—healthful, will he be who sits at 
the King’s table where are served the 
heavenly manna and the living water, in 
the clear, pure atmosphere of the heights 
of spiritual blessing. Prayer, meditation 
on God’s Word, the delights of Christian 
Fellowship, the joy of Christian Service, 
all these are partaken of and practised in 
accordance with the laws of heavenly 
hygiene. Truly such a one is “like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water, which 
bringeth forth his fruit in his season.” 

Self-Denial is another distinguishing 
feature of a Holy Life. The separated 
follower of Christ soon learns to recog- 
nize Self as his bitterest and most im- 
placable foe, more subtle even than 
Satan, more to be dreaded than any 
other enemy. It is no mere poetic fancy 
that says: 


“This cruel self, oh, how it strives, 
And works within my breast, 

To come between Thee and my soul, 
And keep me back from rest.” 
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And clearly recognizing all this the be- 
liever sees that his only safety as also his 
only peace, lie in saying No, to the de- 
mands and pleas of self; that he must ig- 
nore, refuse to yield to its entreaties as to 
fashion, society, politics, and all personal 
and private indulgence that savors of the 
flesh. He is to make no provision (fore- 
thought) for the flesh to fulfil the lusts 
thereof. 


He is aware that in his own heart is 
the battlefield where his sharpest con- 
flicts are fought, and that the sword 
which he uses must be two edged, and 
wielded with resistless power. By the 
Lord’s own command neither the right 
hand, the right foot, nor the right eye 
must be spared should they give offense. 
The cross, the place of crucifixion is the 
only safe position for self, nor must its 
pleading for relief be once heeded, for 
taken from the cross,—no longer reck- 
oned dead—it will, at once, again dom- 
inate the life, and soon lead the physical 
man and the spiritual man into the same 
old slimy paths of indulgence and sin. 
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Paul knew by sad experience, the shame 
and humiliation of the domination of self, 
but determining to walk in the way of 
spiritual victory he cried in exultation, 
“T keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection.” (1 Cor. 9:27.) 

Remembering that our theme is the 
Believer’s Present Duty, we name as the 
second urgent requirement 


THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S 
REVEALED PLAN FOR THIS 
AGE. 

That God has revealed His plan for the 
age can be readily shown, though sad is 
the fact that it seems to be so little 
known. 

On the authority of the Divine Word, 
even though it be contrary to the prevail- 
ing opinion, it is here stated that the Plan 
of God for this age does not contemplate 
The Reformation of the World. 

Could God’s people be led to see this 
what vast sums of money, and what an 
immense amount of energy, yes, and sac- 
rifice too, could be diverted to a more 
useful purpose. 
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That there are great and crying evils 
in the world that would seem, from the 
human standpoint, to demand reforma- 
tion, or rather abolition, there can be no 
question, but to no part or phase of this 
work has the Church ever been called. 
The abolition of slavery and of child 
labor, the closing of the saloon, the clean- 
ing up of our cities, civic righteousness, 
moral uplift, ethical culture, the banish- 
ment of poverty, the education of the 
masses, the righting of labor’s wrongs, 
nor any others of the thousand and one 
efforts (each the most important in the 
eyes of its advocates) that clamor for aid, 
are legitimate work for the Church of 
Jesus Christ, nor truly represent her mis- 
sion in the world. Nowhere in the New 
Testament Scriptures can it be found that 
it is the Church’s mission to reform, or to 
uplift the world, nor yet to busy herself 
with the overthrowing of the many 
“crowning” sins of humanity. 

None of these is the issue. But there 
is an issue! There is one great, outstand- 
ing, paralyzing wrong that has never 
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been righted, and which cries aloud for 
justice, and until that issue is met, all 
other troubles must wait for adjustment, 
and all other problems a correct solution. 
It is the crime of Calvary! 


Upon that cross was hung amid in- 
describable indignity and shame an inno- 
cent man,—the only blameless man that 
ever lived—the immaculate Son of God! 
Truly did Judas say as he threw the re- 
ward of his infamy at the feet of his 
masters, “I have sinned in that I have be- 
trayed the innocent blood,” for the blood 
of Christ was the only innocent blood 
which this world has ever seen. 


And it is this issue which God is seek- 
ing to force upon man’s attention. It is 
this about which he would have man be- 
come concerned. Here and here alone is 
an occasion for excitement and vehem- 
ence. - 


God wants a declaration from every 
man for or against, and no man can or 
will please the God who made him and 
who sustains him, until he cries out 
against the hideous deed witnessed on 
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Calvary and does his utmost to right the 
wrong. This he can do by Owning the 
true character of the Divine sufferer; 
Acknowledging the sacrifice as made for 
him; and Consecrating himself to a life 
of grateful devotion in return for such 
love. The Centurion at the Cross said, as 
he looked upon the dying Savior, “Truly 
this was the Son of God.” The dying 
thief with gasping breath acknowledged 
his own sinfulness and the justice of his 
punishment, “We indeed (suffer) justly; 
for we receive the due reward for our 
deeds;” the innocence of the Saviour, 
“This man hath done nothing amiss” ; 
and The Lordship and Kingship of Christ 
“Lord remember me when thou comest 
into thy Kingdom.” 

And it is this alignment on the side of 
the Crucified one that is the essential 
thing as to pleasing God. The world still 
mocks the suffering one or treats him 
with indifference, while trying to right its 
own wrongs, but these will never be 
righted, until the Son of God is given 
His due. 
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The fact is that practically every evil 
in the social, commercial and_ political 
world today, that draws men away from 
the true issue, was a full, life-size condi- 
tion in the first century, but the Lord and 
His disciples did not turn aside from 
their divinely given calling to correct 
them. 

If the believer would see it, it is the 
effort to lead men to the Cross and there 
to have them washed from their sins by 
the blood of Christ, that is not only the 
one work which God has set before them, 
but it would also really be the most prac- 
tical and expeditious way to uplift and to 
bless humanity, for there can be no hope 
for society’s regeneration so long as the 
individual is not regenerated, and the re~ 
generation of the individual only comes 
to pass through repentance toward God 
and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The new birth comes by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit who alone can reveal the 
things of Christ. 

The world has never been reformed in 
any age; outward forms of sin and evil 
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have changed, but no great problem has 
yet been solved satisfactorily. The strug- 
gle between oppression and injustice on 
the one hand, and suffering and hatred on 
the other, goes on from age to age, and 
if history reveals anything it tells the 
story of the downward tendency of every 
dispensation until a fearful judgment ex- 
pressed God’s disapproval of man’s pride, 
disobedience and sin. Why should this 
age prove an exception? The Word of 
Prophecy is also ever against the assump- 
tion. Numerous passages suggest them- 
selves in confirmation, but all-sufficient 
should be the words of our Lord, (Luke 
17:26-30) “And as it was in the days of 
Noah, so shall it be also in the days of 
tac oon ol iman: They!) didi eat, they 
drank, they married wives, they were 
given in marriage, until the day that 
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood 
came, and destroyed them all. Likewise 
also as it was in the days of Lot; they did 
eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, 
they planted, they builded. But the same 
day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained 
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fire and brimstone from heaven, and de- 
stroyed them all. Even thus shall it be 
in the day when the Son of man is re- 
vealed.” 

Neither does the plan of God for this 
age embrace The Conversion of the 
World. For while God truly commands 
all men everywhere to repent, and while 
“Whosoever” is by His loving solicitude 
sounded far and wide, and while He ten- 
derly yearns for the salvation of even the 
vilest among men “not willing that any 
should perish but that all should come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9), it is equally 
and sadly true that He knows that all 
men will not come unto Him, that they 
will reject His overtures, and ignore and 
even despise His entreaties. | 


The Parable of the Wicked Husband- 
men, as given by the Saviour Himself 
only too well foretold the cruel reception 
the world would give Him. And that 
same spirit has characterized humanity’s 
attitude toward Him ever since. Nota 
single passage in the New Testament 
Scriptures gives ground for the belief 
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that the world will ever be converted in 
this age through the preaching of the 
Gospel, while there are hundreds of clear 
statements to the contrary, such for in- 
stance as Matt. 7:13-14, “Enter ye in at 
the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 

broad is the way, that leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many there be which go in 
thereat: Because strait is the gate, and 
narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.” Luke 
18:8, “Nevertheless, when the Son of: 
man cometh, shall he find faith on the 
earth?” 

When one asked the Lord, “Lord, are 
there few that be saved?” How easy it 
would have been for Him to have an- 
swered, “Few? Nay many, all men will 
finally be saved, the entire world will be 
converted.” Quite contrary to this, how- 
ever, was His answer. The present age 
is called “a wicked and adulterous gener- 
ation” and surely it has not yet changed 
its character. The Lord sent forth His 
disciples as “sheep in the midst of 
wolves,’ with no hint that the wolves 
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would ever become lamblike or harmless. 
It is true that Scripture contains promises 
like that often misapplied one in Isaiah 
11:9, “They shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy mountain: for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the sea.” But the con- 
text plainly ‘states. the time) when 
this condition shall prevail, viz: When 
David’s righteous Branch has set up His 
kingdom. 

Nor did the Apostles hold out the hope 
of the Conversion of the world. In the 
third chapter of the Epistle to Timothy 
the Apostle gives a word picture of the 
“last days,” which is far from reassuring. 
The messages to the Seven Churches as 
recorded in the Revelation tell the same 
story of declension. And to what the 
Scriptures are so clear in teaching, facts 
bear eloquent testimony, for with all the 
God-inspired work for and success in 
Missions which the later years have seen, 
there are more pagans in the world today 
than there were when modern missionary 
efforts first began: the natural increase in 
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the population in heathen lands being far 
beyond the number of conversions to 
Christianity. And further, what else is 
proven by that other indisputable fact of 
the declension of spiritual life and power 
in the very centres of our so-called Chris- 
tian civilization, after two thousand years 
of experiment, than that the present age 
is not the age in which to look for the 
Conversion of the world, but that it is 
definitely an elective age, in which God 
(conditions due to man’s sins being what 
they are) has placed upon His people the 
task,—not of world-reformation, nor of 
world-conversion,—but of winning men 
out of a doomed world into Christ. And 
this brings us directly to a clear appre- 
hension of the Plan of God for this age, 
viz: The Proclamation of the Gospel as a 
Witness and for the out-gathering from 
the world of the Bride of Christ, that she 
may greet Him when He returns in glori- 
ous Visible, Personal Presence. 

The age which began at Pentecost, a 
few days after the Lord’s Ascension, will 
close with His Coming as King to receive 
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His own to Himself, and to judge the 
world in righteousness, when nothing 
will be more clearly revealed than the ef- 
ficient work of the Holy Spirit in regen- 
erating, sanctifying, and sealing the elect 
during the Master’s absence. 

Numberless prophecies, otherwise un- 
intelligible, will be completely fulfilled at 
this Second Coming of the Lord. That 
He will come as He went is written so 
plainly that only blind unbelief, or armed 
prejudice can fail to accept and rejoice in 
the prospect. Even a child cannot mis- 
understand the intent of the statement in 
the first chapter of the Acts, verses 9, Io 
and 11, “And when he had spoken these 
things, while they beheld, he was taken 
up; and a cloud received him out of their 
sight. And while they looked steadfastly 
toward heaven as he went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; 
which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
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Notable among other passages that 
give particulars of His Coming is the 
Second Psalm, which portrays in.striking 
language, The total and disastrous over- 
throw of the Lord’s enemies, The estab- 
lishment of His kingdom, Its universal 
sway, and The security and joy of His 
people. Isaiah, 2d chapter, affords an- 
other striking illustration, where in pro- 
phetic language is shown, The restora- 
tion of Israel to their land, The establish- 
ment of divine authority over the whole 
earth, with its consequent attendant of 
Universal Peace.* 


Romans, 11th chapter, tells in simplest 
language the story of Israel’s rejection 
and present punishment for unbelief, The 
adoption of the Gentiles in this age of 
grace, and The final reception of Israel 
into all their covenanted blessings, a dis- 
tinct event being named as marking the 


*The fulfilment of verse four, follows the conditions 
described in verse three. There can be no peace in the 
world until God is obeyed, the efforts of man toward 
securing peace will therefore all prove futile. (See 
pamphlet ‘‘Peace Conference and the Bible.’’) 
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time of their acceptance, viz: when “the 
fulness of the Gentiles be come in.”’* 
And finally we turn to that passage in 
James’ argument presented at the Coun- 
cil at Jerusalem, found in Acts 15:13-17, 
“Men and brethren, hearken unto me: 
Simeon hath declared how God at the 
first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of 
them a people for his name. And to this 
agree the words of the prophets; as it is 
written, After this I will return, and will 
build again the tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen down; and I will build 
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it 
up: That the residue of men might seek 
after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon 
whom my name is called, saith the Lord, 
who doeth all these things.” 
Commenting on this passage Dr. C. I. 
Scofield says: (See Scofield Reference 
Bible) “Dispensationally, this is the most 
important passage in the N. T. It gives 
the divine purpose for this age, and for 


*“The fulness of the Gentiles is the completion of the 
purpose of God in this age, viz: the outcalling from 
among the Gentiles of a people for Christ’s name, the 
Chureh which is His body.’’ (Eph. 1:22, 23; Confirm Acts 
15:14; Eph. 4:11-13; 1 Cor. 12:12, 13.) (Scofield Refer- 
ence Bible.) 
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the beginning of the next. The taking 
out from among the Gentiles of a people 
for His name, the distinctive work of the 
present, or church-age. The Church is 
the ecclesia—the ‘called-out assembly.’ 
Precisely this has been in progress since 
Pentecost. The Gospel has never any- 
where converted all, but everywhere has 
called out some. After this (viz: the out- 
calling) I will return. James quotes from 
Amos 9:11-12. The verses which follow 
in Amos describe the final regathering of 
Israel, which the other prophets invari- 
ably connect with the fulfillment of the 
Davidic Covenant (e. g. Isa. 9:1, 10-12; 
Jer. 23:5-8). ‘And will build again the 
tabernacle of David,’ i. e. re-establish the 
Davidic rule over Israel (2 Sam. 7:8-17; 
Lk. 1:31-33). “That the residue of men 
(Israelites) may seek after the Lord.’ (cf. 
Zech. 12:7, 8; 13:1, 2). ‘And all the Gen- 
tiles,” etcn (ch Mie ar2s Zech Si2n,/22). 
This is also the order of Rom. 11:24-27.” 

In view of all this mass of testimony let 
it never be questioned that He who was 
to be born of a virgin is also to sit upon 
the throne of His father David, (Luke 


104 END OF THE AGE THEMES 


1:31, 32) “And, behold, thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, 
and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest; and the Lord God shall give 
-unto him the throne of his father David.” 

And also that His Coming and Reign, 
and nothing else, is called the Blessed 
Hope of His people; for only then will 
their sorrows be over, and only then 
when “a King shall reign in righteous- 
ness and princes rule in judgment” will 
peace and blessing without measure be 
the heritage of a sin-cursed and groaning 
creation. 

And it is this entrancing prospect 
which should lead directly and with con- 
suming zeal to the performance of what 
is now presented as the third and final 
requirement of the Believer’s Present 
Duty; viz: 


THE EVANGELIZATION OF THE 
WORLD. 

How can anyone read the New Testa- 

ment without seeing that it is this, the 

Preaching of the Gospel to all nations as 
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a Witness, that is made the Great Obliga- 
tion of the Church. The disciples never 
questioned it, for empowered with the 
Holy Spirit from on high on the Day of 
Pentecost they knew full well that this 
equipment was for this very service, for 
He who had promised them the endue- 
ment of Power, also told them that they 
were to be witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, 
Samaria and the uttermost parts of the 
earth. Therefore they went forth joy- 
fully preaching the Gospel everywhere. 
For decades this work of evangelizing 
the world went forward without abate- 
ment of zeal, until, outward circum- 
stances changing and persecution and 
suffering giving way to popularity and 
ease, Ephesus left her first love and grad- 
ually plenty and power led to world af- 
filiation, the climax coming with Con- 
stantine’s sham conversion and conse- 
quent patronizing of the Church. Thus 
the Smyrna era of persecution was fol- 
lowed closely by the Pergamos period, 
when the Church established herself on a 
worldly foundation, and Thyatira soon 
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held sway, the Church being now held in 
the firm grasp of medieval apostasy and 
darkness. 


There has since then, thank God, come 
a wonderful awakening, but far from 
God’s requirement is the Church still in 
the enterprise to which she has been 
called. Much has been done, and many 
sacrifices made, but it remains true, that 
two-thirds of the population of the earth 
have not yet heard the proclamation of 
redeeming grace. The king of England 
can reach with a message practically 
every subject in his vast domains within 
a few weeks at farthest, thanks to modern 
inventions and achievements, but the mes- 
sengers of the King of Glory, with the 
same facilities, lag in the heaven appoint- 
ed task of making known His work of 
love to a perishing world. The obliga- 
tion has, in not a syllable been modified | 
or abrogated, and the urgency for its ful- 
fillment becomes more and more acute 
with the passing years. Oh, who will 
arouse the servants of God to a realiza- 
tion of their Lord’s will! And this ev- 
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angelization of the world is a wondrous- 
ly practical task, something that the 
Church can do in a given time if she will 
consecrate her energies to the undertak- 
ing. Were the Conversion of the World 
the result demanded, she might well stag- 
ger and faint at the immensity and hope- 
lessness of the project, but, as has been 
shown in previous paragraphs, it is not 
this at all, for the Holy Spirit, the ener- 
gizing power in the Church is not sent to 
convert the world, it is nowhere so stated, 
but to reprove (convict) the world of sin, 
of righteousness and of judgment. And 
to this, His reproving or convicting work, 
the elect will respond, until the last mem- 
ber of the body of Christ is won, or as it 
is expressed in Romans (11:25) “the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles be come in’ and the 
age end in judgment, to be followed by 
the Millennial Glory. 

Intensely practical, too, in another 
sense, will this effort prove, in that it will 
make the various kinds of reform work 
in which so many take delight unneces- 
sary,—for with the speedy coming of 
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the King to reign in righteousness, all 
evil conditions will vanish, and sin in all 
its forms be completely overcome. Had 
the Church continued in her service with 
the same ardor and devotion as in her 
earlier years, there would have been no 
such problems as slavery, poverty, labor 
troubles, etc., to face, for the new age of 
glory would long ago have dawned, with 
its sweet relief, and its satisfying bless- 
ings to a weary world. Therefore it is 
actually true that in proportion as Chris- 
tians are diverting their energies from 
the cause of individual regeneration and 
world evangelization, to any mere reform 
work, however “good,” they are to that 
degree postponing the day of final bless- 
ing. 

That this cause is the most glorious 
Privilege that has ever been accorded 
man in his earthly existence, all will glad- 
ly testify who have taken a real heart 
interest in it, for the smile of the King 
rests lovingly upon the laborers, and His 
joy sings in their hearts. Many names, 
thank God, are enrolled in the roster of 


—— 
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this crusade,—from all the ages and from 
every walk in life,—each animated by the 
same purpose, and each achieving to a 
greater or lesser degree the same results. 
One such known to us is a millionaire,— 
engaged in large business enterprises,— 
whose chief delight in life it is to make 
Christ known. His money flows in a 
steady stream to this accomplishment, 
embracing many and varied forms of ac- 
tivity. Now it is the establishment of a 
Bible School, for the equipment and send- 
ing forth of messengers far and wide, 
next it is the circulation of the Scriptures 
in foreign languages by the hundred 
thousands of copies, again, it is the in- 
auguration of a wide reaching plan for 
the defense of the truth by the printed 
page, further, the support of churches, 
ministers, missionaries, and in a variety 
of other forms expression is given to the 
keen, consuming desire to do the Will of 
God in the Evangelization of the World. 

By way of contrast—not as to spirit,— 
but as to extent of opportunity, and po- 
sition in life, another instance is present- 
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ed, that of a poor, black inmate of a filthy 
prison in the Capital of X 
terior of Brazil. 

“Brought to the Light through read- 
ing a copy of God’s Word sold to him by 
a passing colporteur, when a missionary 
passed through that city preaching and 


in the in- 


proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation, 
Pedro sought to seal his faith in baptism, 
and early one morning, with the prison 
guards as witnesses, he was baptised in 
the river outside the city, thus openly tes- 
tifying to his new found faith in the Lord 
Jesus. 

It was no easy matter to live the life of 
a Christian in the midst of the terrible 
sin and blasphemy of Brazilian prison life, 
but ever since he came out so boldly on 
the Lord’s side, he has striven by lip and 
life to attract his fellow-prisoners to 
Jesus Christ. Some received his word 
gladly, others mocked and reviled, and 
made life still harder for him, but he kept 
on—and then a new and wonderful idea 
came to him. Could he not touch the 
lives of his fellow-countrymen outside the 
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prison walls? He was a cobbler by trade, 
and was allowed to work at his bench by 
the prison authorities, the money earned 
being used to buy little luxuries of food 
and clothing otherwise denied him. Could 
he not do without these luxuries and, liv- 
ing on the bare prison fare, be able to use 
the money earned in that way in sending 
the Gospel to his countrymen, so long left 
out in the darkness of Romish supersti- 
tion and ignorance? Deep joy filled his 
heart as he saw the money accumulating, 
and then one day, getting leave from the 
prison authorities, he sent a sum of 
money, about seven shillings, to the head- 
quarters of the Mission to which the mis- 
sionary who had baptized him belonged, 
and had the joy of hearing, soon after- 
wards, that the money had been spent in 
the proclamation of the Gospel. Again 
and again he sent sums of money to 
hasten the coming of the Kingdom of the 
Lord Jesus in his beloved land, and some 
time after, when the same missionary, 
who had gone to live and work in X : 
spoke of making a trip into the Indian 
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Territory, he helped forward the cause 
by giving another two pounds. 


His love and self-sacrifice can only be 
realised by those who know what a jaii 
can be in the interior of Brazil, and liv- 
ing thus in the wretchedness and degra- 
dation of a common prison, he is willing 
to forego what, to us, would be necessar- 
ies, not luxuries, so that Jesus may be 
crowned King in the hearts and lives of 
his countrymen.” 


To both of these, and to thousands and 
tens of thousands of others (for God’s 
family is large) will be given for their 
seed sowing the same wondrous harvest, 
viz: thirty, sixty, an hundred fold, which 
translated into modern commercial 
phraseology means 3,000, 6,000 and 1Io,- 
ooo per cent. 

In comparison with such gain, how 
insignificant are the profits which men so 
eagerly seize for their investments, the 6 
per cent., 8 per cent., 10 per cent. or even 
100 per cent. of earthly markets! Let 
those reflect upon this who are promising 
themselves and God that when they have 
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accumulated more of this world’s capital 

they will give princely sums and under- 
take great projects for Him, and there- 
fore now hold back from the bestowment 
of smaller amounts. At least it is but 
another instance of man’s shallow reason- 
ing. Ten dollars now invested in God’s 
bank will prove an infinitely more suc- 
cessful investment than $1,000 ten years 
irom now, even should the large sum be 
given later, which, alas! is often shown to 
be a vain thought, for with most men the 
coming of prosperity means a change of 
heart and purpose, and coldness taking 
the place of early enthusiasm, nothing or 
very little is given, and so their souls are 
defrauded. The only investments in 
which there is no possibility of loss, but 
of absolutely sure success, are those for 
God. Was there ever an age when 
wealth was more dangerous and seduc- 
tive? On the other hand, was there ever 
a time when money could be used to bet- 
ter advantage for God? The time is late, 

the shadows of evening are ralling acros. 

the path, the sands of time are running 


out. NOW IS THE TIME TO UN- 
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LOAD earthly treasure and to invest it 
in the hand of God. Seriously, would it 
be amiss for men of God possessed of 
means, seeing the transcending privilege 
offered, to decide to accumulate no more, 
—to add not another dollar to their capi- 
tal, but to be content to maintain only 
sufficient with which to conduct their 
business, then after providing in a reason- 
able way for their personal and family 
needs, to give all the remainder, be it 
much or little, to the holy cause of mak- 
ing Christ known, and thus becoming fac- 
tors in the regeneration of their fellow 
men, the development of God’s plan and 
the Coming of the King! 

Perhaps Elisha’s admonition to Gehazi 
is needed to stimulate some heart. 2 
Kings) 5:20,)-Is (it\.a') time )to (receive 
money, and to receive garments, and 
oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and 
oxen, and menservants, and maidser- 
vants?” And doubtless to some today 
applies the warning found in Isaiah 5:8, 
“Woe unto them that join house to 
house, that lay field to field.” Beyond 
question are the Psalmist’s words still in 
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force, (39 Psalm) “Surely every man 
walketh in a vain show: . . . he heap- 
eth up riches and knoweth not who shall 
gather them.” Times without number 
has it been sadly proven that the success- 
ful struggling and grasping after mater- 
ial treasure, has only brought a blighting 
curse on those who secured it, and to 
those to whom it descended. Many sons 
and daughters have gone to eternal ruin, 
weighted with the debasing, damning 
power that seems to inhere in gold. 

But no consideration should prove more 
effective to producing the spirit of a truly 
willing mind as to the consecration of 
earthly possession and energy,—aside 
from the desire to please the Lord who 
died for us and now lives to intercede,— 
than the thought of the glorious consum- 
mation of the labors of His servants, for 
it is written, “He that reapeth receiveth 
wages, and gathereth fruit unto life eter- 
nal.’ Beautiful pictures are given in the 
Scriptures of the matchlessly glorious 
sequel to all earth’s self-denying service, 
and most fascinating among these word 
pictures is that of the exaltation and 
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honor that is to come to a witnessing, 
faithful, obedient Church. Hear the 
Song of Solomon (8:5), “Who is this 
that cometh up from the wilderness, 
leaning upon her beloved?” Ah, it is the 
glorious Bride which He, the Son, will 
now own before the whole creation of 
God, as without spot or wrinkle: she now 
appears with Him in glory. And for 
grandeur of conception, what in human 
language can equal that thrilling and in- 
spiring description in Revelation 19:6-8, 
“And I heard, as it were, the voice of a 
great multitude, and as the voice of many 
waters, and as the voice of mighty thun- 
derings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad 
and rejoice, and give honour to him: for 
the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself ready. And 
to her was granted that she should be ar- 
rayed in fine linen, clean and white: for 
the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints.” A higher Place and a greater 
Share in this scene will be the Believer’s 
Reward for the performance of his Pres- 
ent Duty. 


Divine Healing Under the Lens 
By CHARLES C. COOK 


Fourth thousand. Paper cover, 100 pages, 25 cts.; cloth, 50 cts. 


This valuable new book holds a unique place in the litera- 
ture of this Present-Day Subject; the writer having had advan- 
tage of a close range study of its practical operation, is in 
position to speak definitely concerning it. This book will 
prove a blessing to those who have been misled by the prev- 
alent fanatical teaching on:this subject. 1. The Introduction: 
““Certain Facts and Considerations;” 2. Scriptural Teaching: 
*“The Promises to Israel;” ““The Healing Miracles of Our 
Lord;’’? ““The Healing Power of the Apostles;’”? ‘“The Gift 
of Healing,” and ‘Divine Life;” 3. Further Scriptural 
Expositions: Romans 8:11, James 5:14; 4. Healing in the 
Atonement; 5. Practical Observations on Inconsistency, 
False Claims, Excuses, Explanations and Failure; 6. What 
Should Be the Christian’s Attitude? 7. Failure and Success; 
8. Personal Testimony; 9. Side Lights. 


Commendation from W. H. Griffith-Thomas 


Dear Mr. Cook: 


I have read your pamphlet, ‘‘Divine Healing Under the 
Lens,” with the care and attention its important subject de- 
mands, and I have no hesitation in endorsing its general view 
as at once Scriptural and true to experience. With all respect 
to those brethren who take such a definite line on what they 
call “‘Divine Healing,’”? I am convinced that their position is 
not only untrue to the Word of God, but is often spiritually 
and practically harmful. JI have had sad proofs of the lattes 
point in connection with missionary work in the tropics. If 1 
may particularize where all is so good, I would call special 
attention to your chapter on ‘“Healing in the Atonement,’” 
which as you rightly say, ““represents the citadel of the posi 
tion,” and to your criticism of Dr. A. J. Gordon’s book. 

It is at once a duty and a privilege to make your book as 
widely known as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. H. GrirritH-THOMASs. 


"By 1. M. HALDEMAN, D.D. 
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